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FREDERICK DOUGLASS WAS BORN 
FREDERICK BAILEY IN MARYLAND 
IN 1818. AS A SLAVE, HE WAS USED 

TO HARD WORK AND HARSH 
TREATMENT. BUT WHEN HIS 

MASTER SENT HIM TO WORK IN A 
BALTIMORE SHIPYARD IN 1838, HIS 
VERY LIFE WAS PUT IN JEOPARDY. 
HAVING ALREADY FAILED TWICE TO 
ESCAPE TO FREEDOM, FREDERICK 
KNEW THAT HIS NEW PLAN MIGHT 

BE HIS LAST CHANCE.
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I BECAME SLAVE 
TO SEVENTY MEN, 

INSTEAD OF JUST ONE.

IN 1838, MY MASTER SENT 
ME TO WORK IN THE 

BALTIMORE SHIPYARD 
AND LEARN THE TRADE. 
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I APPEAR BEFORE YOU 
THIS EVENING AS A THIEF 

AND A ROBBER.

I STOLE THIS HEAD, 
THESE LIMBS, THIS BODY 
FROM MY MASTER AND 
RAN OFF WITH THEM.

FRED, GO GET  
A FRESH CAN  

OF WATER!

FRED, GO QUICK AND 
GET THE CROWBAR!

FRED, COME 
HELP ME SAW OFF 
THE END OF THIS 

TIMBER!

YES, SIR!
RIGHT 

AWAY, SIR!

ONE 
MOMENT, 

SIR!

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS: 1850



I WORKED HARD AND HELD 
MY TEMPER, BUT SOME 
WHITE MEN COULDN’T 

HOLD THEIRS . . .
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WHAT 
ARE YOU 
LOOKING 
AT, SLAVE? 

YOUR PAY 
GOES TO YOUR 

MASTER,  
NOT TO YOU.

LOOK AT THAT SLAVE 
DOING THE WORK OF A 

WHITE CARPENTER.

MY BROTHER JOE 
CAN’T FIND WORK 
BECAUSE SLAVES  
LIKE HIM WORK  
FOR NOTHING.

LET ’S TEACH 
HIM A LESSON!
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GET HIM!

STRING 
HIM UP!

WHA
CK

BAM

THAT NEGRO SLAVE 
HIT A WHITE MAN!
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I RESOLVED THAT THIS 
WOULD BE THE YEAR I 

WOULD FINALLY ESCAPE TO 
FREEDOM OR PERISH IN 

THE ATTEMPT. 

I BARELY 
ESCAPED WITH 

MY LIFE.

I HAD TRIED TO RUN 
AWAY TWICE BEFORE 

AND FAILED BOTH TIMES. 
THIS TIME WOULD  

BE DIFFERENT.

SOON 
AFTERWARD, 
I ARRANGED 

A SECRET 
MEETING WITH 
A FREE NEGRO 
SAILOR FRIEND.
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BAILEY,  
THAT YOU?

IT IS. DID YOU 
BRING THEM?

THE UNIFORM 
IS IN THE PACKAGE. 
THIS PAPER IS MY 
PROTECTION AS A 

SAILOR.

THIS HAS 
A PHYSICAL 

DESCRIPTION 
OF YOU.

YOU’RE JUST 
GOING TO HAVE 
TO CHANCE IT.

REMEMBER 
THE PLAN . . .

IT DOESN’T 
SOUND 
MUCH 

LIKE ME.



“YOUR FRIEND ISAAC WILL 
DELIVER IT TO YOU JUST 

BEFORE THE TRAIN LEAVES. 
YOU CAN MAIL THE PAPER 

BACK TO ME ONCE YOU  
MAKE IT TO FREEDOM.”

“ . . . MAKE YOUR 
WAY TO THE TRAIN 
STATION DRESSED 

IN MY SAILOR’S 
UNIFORM. KEEP 

YOUR HEAD DOWN 
AND DON’T DRAW 

ATTENTION TO 
YOURSELF.”

“AT THE TRAIN 
STATION, AVOID THE 
TICKET COUNTER. 
THEY’RE SURE TO 

WANT TO CHECK YOUR 
PAPERS THERE.”

“YOU CAN’T CARRY MY 
PAPER WHILE YOU WAIT IN 
CASE YOU ARE CAUGHT 

AND SEARCHED.”
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HAVE YOUR 
FREE PAPERS OUT 

AND READY!

THE NEXT MORNING . . .

WHERE IS 
ISAAC?
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HURRY, 
ISAAC!

THE 
TRAIN’S 
LEAVING!

HERE’S 
YOUR BAG!

WOO
OOOO

OO O
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IF YOU RUN, 
YOU CAN STILL 

CATCH IT!

MUST  
GRAB THE  
HANDLE . . .

JUST ABOUT 
THERE . . .

10

MADE IT!

GOODBYE, 
BALTIMORE 
SHIPYARD!
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USING MY 
FRIEND’S SAILING 

PAPER, I WAS ABLE TO 
TAKE THREE TRAINS 

AND A FERRY DURING 
MY ESCAPE TO 

PHILADELPHIA AND 
NEW YORK. 

MY JOURNEY TO FREEDOM TOOK LESS 
THAN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS, BUT IT 

SEEMED LIKE A LIFETIME TO ME.
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AFTER HIS ESCAPE, FREDERICK BAILEY CHANGED HIS NAME 
TO FREDERICK DOUGLASS TO PROTECT HIS FRIENDS 

AND FAMILY. HE BECAME ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 
ANTISLAVERY VOICES IN THE COUNTRY, WRITING BOOKS, 

GIVING LECTURES, AND SERVING AS AN ADVISER TO 
PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. HE WORKED TIRELESSLY 

FOR THE EQUALITY OF ALL PEOPLE UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1895.


